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Welcome
I am very proud to be the headteacher
of Burston Primary School in Norfolk.
We are a great school with a very
special history and I would encourage
you to pay us a visit to find out more.
We have wonderful staff and children,
very supportive parents and a real
sense of who we are and what we
want to achieve. Our approach is very
child-focused and visitors comment
on our excellent behaviour and
articulate pupils.

We have a strong commitment to
developing—in all of our pupils—
a sense of curiosity, resilience and
respect. Our small class sizes mean
that children get the right kind of
support, challenge and encouragement.
We are part of Sapientia Education
Trust and work with a number of
colleagues to constantly improve
what we do.
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Please take the time to look through
the brochure—or better still, come and
see us.
Best wishes

Debbie Ridgeon
Headteacher

Prospectus

Vision and ethos

The staff and governors
are determined to provide
all the children in our care
with a happy, friendly,
secure environment in
which all contributions are
encouraged and valued.
It is the expectation that every child
will have a positive, dynamic school
experience which will inspire them,
equip them for the outside world and
instill in them a love of learning that
will stay with them all their lives.
We promote tolerance, respect and
understanding for all people we meet.

All this is achieved when all staff, pupils,
parents and governors work together
towards a single aim.
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Curriculum
We are continually involved in conversations about
our curriculum. As a school community we listen to
each other about what we feel the curriculum is for,
what the needs of our children are and how we can
best deliver learning that is outstanding.

Our curriculum statement is:

As such, our principled approach
to designing our curriculum is rooted
in the child as a learner and as a
compassionate, active citizen of
the world.

A curriculum should empower children
to make sense of the complex world
in which they live; develop their ability
to question; to discuss, challenge and
contest diverse positions respectfully
and compassionately; and to consider
views about our world and how we
should live in it.
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The curriculum should inspire a
relentless optimism for and about
children and a restless ambition
for what we want them to achieve.
Our curriculum should also give
children the life skills to flourish
and thrive.

Prospectus

Deep learning looks beyond
a superficial acquisition of points
of knowledge that can be passively
recalled in order to answer a
question. Instead our curriculum
should promote questioning,
enquiry and challenge.

The learning imparted by adults
and children should in turn lead
to more or greater learning, so that
a piece of knowledge is part of a
pathway to other opportunities.

Principled success is concerned
with achieving excellence in the
metrics by which schools are
judged but done so in a way that
supports and nurtures the deeper
values within our curriculum – who
our children are as people and as
learners for life, the compassionate
advocates of the future.

We strive for outstanding outcomes
in national tests not as the force
that drives our curriculum but as
a product of the values that shape
our curriculum and our approach
to learning.
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The school environment

The children at Burston
Primary School are
fortunate to have access to
a wonderful outside area.
There is a hard surface playground,
an astroturf pitch, climbing frame,
pond area and dedicated spaces
for gardening and outdoor learning.
The children use these spaces
every day, both for play times and
also for learning as part of the
broader curriculum. The children
take responsibility for looking after
the environment and work with
staff to explore ways of improving
the school.

6

Prospectus

7

Burston Primary School

Opportunities

At Burston Primary School, we pride ourselves on providing
our children with a vast array of opportunities to support
them in becoming independent, well-rounded individuals.
Over the past few years, the children
have been on a range of exciting trips
which have included local visits to
Norwich Castle, the Sealife Centre and
Theatre Royal as well as trips further
afield such as watching The Lion King
in London. The older children also have
an annual three day residential where
they get to develop a variety of skills
including team building and caring
for the environment as well as having
a go at new experiences like canoeing,
rock climbing and archery.
Our school council take charity very
seriously and have put on some brilliant
fundraising events.
These include all the children walking
the four miles between Burston and
Tivetshall and raising over £1,000 for
Cancer Research. We also had a very
successful Red Nose Day where the
children organised a ‘Mad Hair Day’
alongside a bake sale.

Throughout their time at Burston
the children get the opportunity
to compete against other schools
in a range of sporting events. These
include athletics, netball, football,
tag rugby and cross country. Over
the last few years, more of our children
have been getting to the county final
for cross country!
Within school, we also give our children
the chance to express themselves.
Each year, Class 1 put on a fantastic
Nativity whilst Class 2 put on a summer
performance, including Aladdin.
Burston children are proud to be
part of our community and every year,
the Year 6 children lay on a special
‘Leavers Meal’ for staff and parents
as a thank you. They plan the menu,
send out the invites and cook delicious
food which they serve on the night.
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Uniform
We would like to encourage the wearing of school uniform
as we believe it fosters a sense of belonging to the school.
Sweatshirts, T-shirts and polo tops,
printed with the school logo, are
available to purchase from the
school office.
We request that all clothing should
be clearly named and that children
should not wear any jewellery with the
exception of stud earrings. These must
be removed for P.E. and swimming.

Girls

P.E. kit

Plain grey skirt or grey/black trousers
(not tracksuit bottoms)
White blouse or polo shirt
(red gingham dress in summer)

Plimsolls/trainers for outdoors

School sweatshirt or burgundy
jumper/cardigan

Navy shorts or tracksuit bottoms
for cooler weather

White socks or plain black or
burgundy tights in winter

Soft named bag to hold their kit

Plain white t-shirt

Outdoor Learning

Shoes

Swimming kit

Sensible shoes with low heels should
be worn. If boots are worn to school
in winter months then other footwear
should be brought to school to change
into during the day.

Children have the opportunity to swim
and will need:

Boys

This P.E. kit should be available in
school all week:

Swim wear

Warm, waterproof and old:

Jumper
Trousers
Coat

Hat

Boots

Towel

T-shirt

Waterproof bag

Plain black or grey shorts or trousers
(not tracksuit bottoms)
Plain white shirts or polo shirts
School sweatshirt or burgundy jumper
Grey or dark coloured socks
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Safeguarding

Safeguarding the wellbeing of pupils is a responsibility
of everyone who works in the school.
At Burston Primary School we have a
number of robust procedures to ensure
that children are kept safe. All staff
receive regular safeguarding updates.

We take any concerns about the
wellbeing of a pupil extremely seriously
and will treat any issue in accordance
with our guidelines, policies and
procedures.
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In addition to the training that staff
receive, pupils are taught about
safeguarding through the curriculum
and also national initiatives, for example
those run by the NSPCC.

Burston Primary School
Crown Green, Burston, Diss IP22 5TZ
01379 741256
burston.norfolk.sch.uk

